How do young children judge intentions of an agent affecting a patient? Outcome-based judgment and positivity bias.
Using situations where an agent can affect a patient, previous studies have examined children’s judgment of the intention of the patient. Because the intention of the agent plays an important role in determining the response to that agent, this study examined children’s judgment of the agent’s intention. In situations where the agent potentially affected the patient, young children (N = 56, Mage = 5 - years 7 months in Experiment 1; N = 50, Mage = 5 years 8 months in Experiment 2) and adults (N = 26, Mage = 21 years 1 month in the supplementary experiment) judged whether or not the agent affected the patient intentionally (e.g., intentionally destroyed the patient’s block castle). The results indicated that children, but not adults, judged the agent’s intention based on outcome (e.g., whether or not the block castle was destroyed). Moreover, children, but not adults, judged the agent’s intention favorably (e.g., the agent did not intend to destroy the castle), indicating the presence of positivity bias. Implications of positivity bias in intention judgment for social adjustment and trait inference are discussed.